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EZRA IX. 13, ra. 


—Hoft given us fuch Deliverance as this: 
Should we again break thyCommandments 4 


ANY have been the enemies whomGod 

M hath fuffered to affli& his people,fome- 
times by open violence,at other times 

by fecret fraud: The feed of the fer- 

pent, by the inftigation of their father, have al- 

__ ways perfecuted the feed of the woman. They 
have always look’d upon them with envy, and 
from the inbred malice of their hearts, have 
begrudged them thofe priviledges which their 
blefffigLord hath purchafed for, promifed to, 
and a.pracious God hath beftowed upon them ; 
fronfthis principle, they have endeavoured to 
deprive them of every temporal good, and every 

__ fpiritual priviledge. As the children of God 
{| profefs to be the fervants of another Lord, to 
eee be 


ty 
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be the citizens of another country, to have 


treafures in an upper and better ; the 
children of this world, if in their power, will 
deprive them of every good here, make ‘them 
flaves, cut them off from the common rights 
of mankind ; yea, to breathe the vital air in 
common with the brutal creation is fometimes , 
tho’t too great-a favour. - This hath been the “ 
true charaéter of the enemies of the-church and 
i people of God in all ages. And as true a cha- 
raéter of the great bead of the church, that he 
; hath always fought her welfare : The Lord hath 
: watched over her for good, his eye hath con- 
' tinually been upon her,. his providence hath 
# been marvelloufly at work to counter-work all 
‘ the-devices of her:enemies,. and work-deliver- 
| ance for her. Sometitnes, for wife and holy 
ends, he fuffers his people to be brought low,he 
permits’ the enemy to.threaten: them, »to break 
in upon them, yea, to.opprefs, and. for a time 
to fubdue them ; yet, he often, he always, foon- 
er or later, delivers them: He hath raifed up 
mighty heroes to fight their battles, and wile 
men to plead their injured and opprefled caufe : 
He hath difappointed all the {ehemes of wicked™ 7 
and defigning men to enflave and ruin his peo- 
ple. Zion is graven upon the palms of bis hands, 
ber walls are continually before him: Zion is 
founded on the rock of ages,and all the malice 
of earth and hell fhall not finally prevail againft 
hes. He works deliverance for her. » And 
when he does fo, he hath juft and holy expec- 
tations from his people: he expects that they 


keep 


| had, by a wonderful influence on the minds of 
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keep his commandments, that they remember 
their obligations to their great deliverer, that 
they reform what hath been offenfive to him, 
that they return to their God,and be ftedfaft in 
his covenant. 

Thefe are truths expreffed and intimated in 
our text ; haf given us fuch deliverance as this ; 
Should we again break thy commandments ? The 
deliverance, which this holy f{eribe of the law 
of God, hath reference unto, was the deliver- 
ance from the Babylonifh captivity. It was a 
deliverance from flavery. . Melancholy were the 
circumftances of the poor diftreffed Jews dur- 
ing the feventy years banifhment from their 
own land, and the temple of the Lord ; when 
they were deprived of their liberty and the 
heathen ruled over them, when there was no- 
thing they could call their own, their eftates, 
their children, their lives lay at the mercy of 
their oppreflors ; from all this diftrefs the Lord 


_ their enemies, and on their own {pirits, delivered 


“ahem ; and “ now, faith this penitent confeffor 
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** fhall we again break the commandments of our 
God ? Shall we-be unmindful of our obliga- 
tions to him? Shall we return to our former 
iniquities ? make ourfelves vile in his fight, and 
expofe ourfelves to his righteous difpleafure ? 
Can we be fo ungrateful to our kind deliverer? 
This would be moft aggravated indeed. God 
forbid ! we fhould ever be guilty of fo much 
fin and folly.” 
The Doétrine from thefe words is this, 


D. That 


"Gee 

D. That when the Lord is pleafed to: work 
any fignal deliverance for his people, it will be 
an agoravated fin in them, not to make fuitable 
returns to him by an humble and thankful 
obedience. 
. In confirming-and illuftrating this doétrine, 
I might confider fome of thofe fignal deliver- 
ances which the Lord wrought for his church 
and people of old, his miraculous appearances 
for them, when they were juft ready to be fwal- 
lowed up of, and loft among their cnemies ; 
how, in their greateft ftraits and difficulties, 
when their enemies were boafting, the day was 
their own, in the mount it was feen that God 
wrought their deliverance, turned their darknefs 
into light, and filled their mouths with fongs 
of deliverance. And how he hath been as 
prefent with, and wrought as marvelloufly for 
his new-teftament church, and, from infpiration 
and unqueftionable hiftory, repeated to you 
fome of the mighty aéts of the Lord: Yea, 
what we have heard with our ears, and feen 


with our eyes, of wonderful deliverances giant= ~~ ’ 


ed our nation and land, in our day. I might 
alfo confider the aggravations of the fin of a 
people in departing from God after wonderful 
deliverances receiv'd, and point you to inftan- 
ces of his exprefling his difpleafure againft fuch 
a people, by fignal and defolating judgments. 
And then might fhow what returns a people 
ought to make to God for fignal deliverances. 
But time will not permit me to profecute fo 
large a {chemes.. 


I 


¢ Oe ? 
I fhall, therefore, confine myfelf to the won- 
derful deliverance, which is the occafion of our 
being in the houfe of God this day. This day 
is a witnefs for God, that he hath not left of 
to be gracious to New-FEngland : Our fathers 
expericnced wonderful deliverances in their day, 
and handed down the records of them to us, 
and as we have beard fo have we Jeen of the fal- 
vation of our God.—He is a wonder-working 
God ftill. The fame all-powerful, infinitely 
wife God that ever he was. And what is the 
great. the mighty deliverance we have experi- 
enced? Does it deferve a commemoration? yes, 
if any thing great and good ever did. Is it 
worthy to be handed down to pofterity? yes, 
to be printed ina book and preferved with facred 
eare as long as time fhall laft. Is it of fuch 
value as to demand a whole day to be fpent in 
praifing God for it? yes, our lives,—yea, eter- 
nity,—as it is what our Savior purchafed for 
us, and as there are fuch glorious things, of a 
fpiritual nature, connected with it. And what 
is it? A deliverance from /lavery ;—nothing 
lefs than from vile ignominious flavery. Slavery 
with her ten thoufand chains was refolved on, 
nay, decreed, for us and for our children ; the. 
fhackles were forged, and needed only our put- 
ting them on, for which we had a fpecia! order, 
and then they would have been locked fait 
enough. But our God hath interpofed by his 
kind providence. He who laughs at all the 
machinations of the fecret, as well as protefled 
~ enemics of his people : He who éaketh the wife 
zit 
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intheir own craftire/s, and difappointeth the 


devices of the crafty: He hath appeared for us. 


We fland this day a free people before theLord, 


We know we are, we feel ourfelves free. We 


know, our enemies may fee, that /urely there is 
no enchantment againft Jacob,neither ts there any 
divination againft Hrael. From this time let tt 
be faid of the Britith Facob, and of the North- 
American J/rael, What hath God wrought ! 

~ ‘Toaffeét our hearts with gratitude to our good 
God, let us look back upon the miferable cir- 
éumftances we were in before the repeal of this 
unhappy act—Confider the means by which it 
was bro’t about. And then I thall endeavour 


#0 point out our prefent duty. 


It pleafed God, at the clofe of the laft war, 
to fuffer a change in the miniftry at home ; 
doubtlefs for our ingratitude to that God who 
had fought our battles for us ; and crowned us 
with fuch glorious victories ; whereby a peace 
was bro’t about, which on feveral accounts, was 


‘inglorious to the nation, tho’ fo advantageous 


to North-America. Thefe fame men in power 
laid the fcheme to tax the colonies, without 
their confent, (having firft laid almoft infuppor- 


table burthens upon our trade,) which is direély 


contrary to the Britifh eonftitution, faps the very 
foundations of liberty, and opens a wide door 
to tyranny and oppreflion. The fcheme is laid, 
and it muft be profecuted. The unthinking are 
bro’t into it by this fpecious argument, (which 
indeed is built upon a very falfe hypothefis) 
That Creat-Britain having expended large ee 

or 
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for the defence and protestion of the colonies, 
whereby the national debt was increafed, it was 
but juft they fhould bear a part in difcharging 
it. A majority is obtained in both houfes of 
parliament, the King’s confent is gained, where- 
by it became a law. But, bleffed be God, the 
Jaws of Great-Britain are not like the antient 
laws of theMedes and Perfians, which could noe 
_ be difannulled. By this a@, large fums of mo- 
ney were to be extorted from us ; we fubjested 
to innumerable penalties ; and, what was the 
wort of all, difputes arifing upon it, were to 
be tried by a court of admiralty without 
jury, dire@tly in the face of Magna Charta, 
the bulwark of Englifh liberties ; and the fup- 
pofed tranfgreffor e the law might be haled 
from one end of the continent to the other, 
to have his trial, at the will of a cruel profecu- 
tor. This injurious act was to take place on the 
firft of laft November, a day never to be for 
gotten. Had it took place, it would have been 
an Ara from which we might have dated the 
lofs of our liberties; but as it is, let it be re- 
membered as the days of purim of oldy by the 
Jews ; and as the fifth of the fame month is, 
by all the lovers of true proteftantifm and the 
haters of popery and tyranny. When themelan- 
cholly news reached the American fhores, every 
one who underftood the nature of it, trembled 
for fear of the confequences ; they faw an heavy 
cloud hanging over us, big with flavery and all 
its dreadful attendants. They looked upon it 
the darkeft day New-England ever faw. They 
B 2 confidered 
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iconfidered alfo the near corne&ion there is be+ 
“¢wecn our civil and religious privileges, and 


every true lover of Zion began to tremble for 
the ark of God. For they faw, while our civil 
Vibertics were openly threatned, our religious 
fhook ; after taking away the liberty of taxing 
ourfelves, and breaking in upon our charters, 
they feared the breaking in upon the aé& of 
toleration, the taking away of liberty to choofe 
cur own minifters, and then impofing whom 
they pleafed upon us for fpiritual guides, largely 
taxing us to fuer the pride and vanity of 
diocefan Fithors, and it may be by and by 
making us tributary to the See of Rome,and in 
a little time we muft cither have took a wafer 
for our God and Saviour, and bowed down to 
a flupid pricft, or fuffered all thofe miferics 
which that perfecuting church could have in- 
vented. When the unhappy time came, and 
during the time we were in fufpenfe as to its 
repeal, we felt many miferies. Our trade was 
fulpended in a confiderable meafure, our veffels 
obtiged to lay in harbour, many out of em- 
ploy, many families hercby brought into fuffer- 
ing circumftances. I have been told, that the 
poor in our metropolis, faffered more the laf 
winter than ever they did in times of the great- 
eft calamities. Our courts of juftice were in a 
manner fhut up. And,by the way,to me itappears 
a wonderful interpofition of divine providence, 
and a remarkable reftraint laid upon the cor- 
ruptions of men, that at fuch a time, the law- 
le/s and difobedient did not, in many more in- 

{tances , 
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flances, break out into the moft horrid outrages, 
‘and greateft immoralities. This calls for fincere 
thankfulnefs this day. 

And what a profpeét had we before us? If 
‘wetamely fubmit to the impofition, we bring 
flavery upon felves, and entail it upon our pof- 
terity: For if we fuffer them to take fome of 
our moncy unconttitutionally, -that is, without 
our confent, are we fure they would not have 

_ tent for more, and rife in their demands the 
mext time? and why not for all? And then 
for our real eftates? And why not for our 
‘wives and children, to make flaves for ever of 
them ?—And could we have any fecurity of our 
own lives ? Such might, for all that 1 know, be 
the intentions of the contrivers of this _perni- 
cious fcheme. Thofe who were well fkill’d in 
politics, look’d farther and confidered this as 
only the firft openings of a plan to enflave the 
whole nation. On the otherhand, if we fhould 
continue to refufe to fubmit, and the authority 
at home refolve, at all hazard, to enforce the 
execution of the law, as was the advice of gme, 
no well-withers either to the mother country or 
her colonies ; what a difmal {cene opens to 
our view! Behold! an army, not of French 
and Indians, fuch, fome of you know what it 
is to meet without fear or amazement, but an 
army of our fellow fubjeéts landing on our 
coaits in an hoftile manner. We engaged in a 
civil war, the horrors of which ‘tis impoflible 
to paint. Our land would prefently have be- 
come an Aceldama, a field of blood. What- 

ever 
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ever fome may think, and fay, “ that we might | 
wafily be crufhed toatoms, before a fmallarmy — 
of regulars”, to me at leaft, it appears evident, 
that in a caufe fo juft, a unanimity fo great, it 
_ would have been one of the moft expenfive aid 
moft bloody wars the nation ever was, or ever 
could be engaged in. In the fuppofed cafe, we 
fhould not have fought as thofe mercenary hirc= 
lings do for a little paltry money, but for our 
children, our wives, our liberty, our religion, for 
every thing near and dear to us ; and the iffue 
might have k-en the entire deftruétion of the 
Britith empire. For, after the mother country 
and her daughter colonies had fpent much of 
their blood, and exhaufted their treafures, a 
neighbour nation might ftep in and inflave the 
whole ; and both be fwallowed up by a flood of 
popery and tyranny. As that eminent patron 
of liberty, and great orator Mr. PitT {aid 
** America, if the fell, would fall like a ftrong 
*“ man, embrace the pillars of ftate, pull down 
* the conftitution along with her.” And if the 
coftitution is gone, ’tis a meer trifle whether one 
of the houfe of Hanover or of Stuart, whether 
an Englifhman or Frenchman hold the {ceptre. 
While we were in this’ fituation, feeling fome 
miferies and fearing greater, the joyful tidings 
arrive of the repeal of that act which threatned 
all our liberties. This was as cold water to the 
thirfly foul ; then was our mouth filled with 
laughter, and our tongue with finging,then could 
we fay, the Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. Every countenance dif- 
covered 


eel, 


covered this general joy, every: tongue expreffed 
the. gladnefs of an heart glowing with gratitude, 
except fome few who poffett fo vile a difpofiti- 
on, as to be willing to facrifice their country to 
their own private intereft. 

After a great ftruggle in both houfes of par- 
liament, the act for a total repeal paffes, and is 
prefented to the King for the royal fanétion. 
And does he hefitate ?—has he any ftruggle in 
his mind whether his American fubjects hall be 
free? No, he ftops notamoment. The 
cries of the opprefled had before reached his, 
royal ears,always open to their diftrefles. When 
he figned, ’tis reported, that he faid, * If he had 
* known it would have given his good Subjects, 
* inAmerica fo much uneafinefs,he never would 
* have figned the former a@ ; and that henow 
* figned the repeal with the greateft chearfulnels,” 

But by what means was this great eventbro’t 
about ? Many things concurred to accomplifh it, 

It pleafed God, in whofe hand is the heart. 
of the King, to bring abouta change in the mi-. 
niftry, which gave a new turn to affairs of ftate.. 
There was a wondertul fpiric of patriotifm ing. 
fufed into all orders of men. At firft indeed, 
comparatively but few faw our danger, but up-. 
on the fpreading of fome nervous pieces, where=: 
in the cafe was rightly ftated, the matter fet in 
its proper fight, our privileges as men,asEnglifh- 
men, afferted, and all called upon to ftand. up 
for their liberties ; the whole continent took. 
the alarm: The noble ardor catched from breaft 
to breaft : Now was there a general fixed refoe. 

lution 
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lution to live and die freemen, and fo not to 
fubmit to the unconftitational a&, let what 
would be the confequence. If the great Mr. 
Pitt might fay in fo auguft an affembly as the 
houfe of Commons,furely I may in fo {mall one 
as this, “ I REJOICE THAT AMERICA 
HATH RESISTED.” 

The noble ftand they made was from a di-- 
vine influence. This was from God, that God 
who made us free, who gave us our birth-right 
kberty. I would by no means be underftood 
to allude to thofe horrid devaftations and rob- 
Berics committed by the fons of violence, under 
the mafk of ftanding up for liberty, to fatisfy 
their revenge or their avarice. Thefe every true ’ 
born fon of liberty will bear his teftimony a- 
gainft, with the perpetrators might be bro’t to 
condign punifhment,and the fufferers be relieved. 

_ It pleafed God to put it into the hearts of the 
Reprefentatives of this province, early to pro- 
pofe a general Congre/s at New-York; fome 
commiffioners met, and drew up warm and {pi- 
rited, remonftrances to both houfes of parlia- 
ment, and humble petitions to the King, which 
were adopted by moft of the colonies, and fent 
over: which, I doubt not, had a great influence 
in producing the happy Repeal. 

‘ At the fame time the Patriots at home were 
filled with a noble ardor, greatly concerned for 
the true intereft of Great-Britain, and the una- 
lienable rights of the colonies, they wrote and 
{poke freely. Among the foremoft ftands that 
EenownedPatriot, who once and again hath been 

eb the 
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the inftrumerit of faving the nation from: im- 

ending ruin, the sicomparable Mr. Pitt. He 
fargely defended our caufe, he earneftly plead 
for our threatned privileges. Nor are we to 
leave unmentioned General Conway, Col. Burre, 
and others, who exerted themfelves on our beo-- 


halt in the houfe of Commons. The tradins; 


act.of the nation was put into a ferment, and 
joined with their brethren here in petitioning for: 
the repeal of an ad fo injurious totrade. Thefe 
were [ome of the means made ufc of for.and which 
unitedly contributed to our ha py deliverance. : 
The pious among us niade ufe of means of | 
a fuperior and more fpiritual mature ; they daily. 
fent up their cries to that God who hath the 
hearts of all in his hand, even the heart of the: 
King, and turneth it even as the rivers of water 
are turned. They poured out their complaints 
before ‘him, and wttered. all their words, fub- 
mitting the matter to him, refolving to acquielce 
in his all-wife determination. And he heard from , 
heaven, and fent us an anfwer of peace. ide 
hath not given usa prey to their teeth; we are 
efcaped as a bird out of the fnare of the jowlers 4 
our belp is in the name of the Lord who ‘mad ie 
heaven and ear th. This is the Lord's dongs, it 
is marvellous in our eyes. Fle hath dene great 
things for us, like as he did for our fags ors. 
tho’ we are fo degencrate a pcople, “And new, 
what ‘fhall we render to the,Lord for his great 
kindneffes towards'us? What fhall we do tor 
God who hath done fo much bh for us Wibat 
are his juft and ho'y exp:@ations fiom us? ‘Pais 


leads me to point out our pie At daiy. 
‘ oe 1. Les 


| ey eet ee 


1. Let us give God the praife of this great 
deliverance. Whatever inftruments. he hath 
been pleafed to make ufe of, let us look above 
them all to the great author, and give him all 
the praife. Let us, with hearts glowing with 


gratitude to our divine deliverer, fay, “ not unto 


us, not unto us, not unto the illuftrious pa- 
triots at home, not to a Pitt, a Conway,.a 
Barre, or any others who have fignalized them- 
felves in {peaking or writing in the caufe of 
liberty ; not to the Parliament, who have been 
influenced to do us juftice ; not to our King, 
who hath in this inftance proved himfelf a fa-’ 
ther to his people ; not to the friends of liberty, 
who have made fo noble a ftand, fo fpirited an 
oppofition, but to thee, O God, our God, our 
fathers God we give the praife. Thou haft 
done it, take to thyfelf all the glory.” “ We 
will facrifice this day with the veice of thank/- 
giving, we will pay our vows unto the moft high. 


We will prefent our fouls and our bodies as hv- 


ing and lively facrifices unto God, which is but 
our reasonable fervice.” 

2. Let us on this occafion recolle& the for- 
mer wonderful appearances of God for his 
church and people, in the prefervation or refto- 
ration of their liberties and privileges. We have 
much recorded in the book of God,—You have 
all that facred hiftory, and can eafily turn to 
particular inftances. : 

The hiftory of our nation affords aftonifhing 
inftancesof God’s difplaying his wifdom in coun- 
teracting the policy, and his power in crufhing 

the 
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the violence of oppreffors. How wonderfully. 
‘was the Spani/h invajion prevented, the vaft_4rm 
mada in part deftroyed, and what efcaped the | 
violence of the ftorms, and the Eaglith navy, re- 
turned afhamed. How wonderfully, and almoft 
miraculoufly was the Powder Plot difcovered, 
and the hellith {chemesof Reénie bro’t to nought. 
And how aftonifhingly was ‘the nation faved 
from popery and flavery, by the glorious revo- 
Jution in King William’s day. On thefe three 
great falvations, Dr. Watts hath a moft excel- 
lent poem, which I cannot avoid Tepeating to 
you,in which are fome fentiments not altogether 
foreign to the. prefent occafion. "Tis intitled, 


“4 Fymn of Praife for three great Salwations. 


1. From the Spanifh invafion 1 588, 

2. From the Gun-powder Plot, Nov. 5. 

3- From Popery and Slayery by K.. William: 
of glorious memory, te landed Nov. 5, 
1688, 


1. 
[Nfinite God, thy counfels Rand ~ 
Like mountains of ‘eternal brafs, 
Pillars to prop ‘our finking Jand, 
Or guardian rocks to break the feas. 
II, 
From pole to pole thy name is known, 
Thee a whole heaven of Angels praife ; 
Our labouring tongues would reach thy throne 
With the loud tripmphs of thy grave, 
OI 


Part of thy Church, by thy command,, 
Stands rais’d upon the Briti/p ifles 5 ; 
There, faid the Lord, to ages fiand, ¥ ; 
lirm as the everlafting hills: 
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In.vain the Spani@ ocean roar’d, ~ ee 

Its billows fwell’d againft our fhore 

Its billows funk beneath thy word, 

With all the floating war they bore, 
: Vv 


Come, faid the fors of bloody Rome, 
Let us provide new arms from hell + 
And down they digg’d thro’ earth’s dark womb, 
And raniack’d ‘all the burning cell, ~ 
2 VE 


Old Satan lent them fiery ftores, 
Infernal coal and fulph’rous flame, 
‘And all that burns, and all that roars, 
Outrageous fires of dreadful name, 
~WVIt. z 
Beneath the fenate and the throne, 
“Engines of hellith thunder lay ; 
“There the dark feeds of fire were fown, 
To {pring a bright, pe difmal day. © 
* 7 = 4 TIE : “ie: 


Thy love beheld the black defign, 

Thy love that guards our ifland round 3 . 

Strange ! how it quench’d the fiery ming, 
. And crufh’d the tempeft under ground, 


‘The Second Part. 


ASkume, my tongue, a nobler ftrain, 
_ Sing the new wonders of the Lord ¢ 
"The foes revive their pow’rs again, 
' Again they die beneath his {word, 
a I 


Dark as our thoughts our minutes roll 

While tyranny poifeft the throne, 

And murderers of a (lawlefs) foul 

Ran, threatning death, through every towmp 
iil. 


The Roman prieft and Briti/fh prince, 
Join’d their bei force and blackeft charms, 
And the fierce troops of neighbouring France 
Offer’d the fervice of their arms. ' 
LYS 
Tis done, they ery’d, and laugh’d aloud, 
The courts of darknefs rang with joy, 
‘Sh’ old ferpent his’d, and hell grew proud, 
While Zicn mourn’d her ruin nigh, - - Bug 


\ 
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< \Butdo,-the great Deliverer fails 
ommiffion’d from Jehovah’s hand, 
nd fmiling feas, and withing gales, 
_ Convey: him to the longing Jand. nx 
VI 


The happy day, and happy year, . 2 

Both in our new falvation meet e Now. 5. 1688. - 

Thedaythat quench’d the burning fnare,2? ,, 

The year that burnt the invading fleet, § 1¥7¥-5-3588- 
VII ay 


Now did thine arm, O God of hofts, 
Now did thine,arm fhine dazling bright, . 
The fons of might their hands hadloft, ~ 
And men of blood forgot to fight. 
VII. 
estes tt angels lin’d the way, 
And guarded William -to-his throne $ 
_ There, ye celeftial warriors, ftay, 
And make his palace like your own. . — 
IX 


Then, mighty God, the earth fhall know 
And learn the worfhip of the fky : 
Angels and Britons join below, 
‘To raife their Hallelujah’s high, 

x 


All Hallelujah, heavenly King; 

While diftant lands thy victory fing. 
And tongues their utmoft powers employ, 
The world’s bright roof repeats the joy. * 


Many other inftances might be bro’t of the 
wonderful appearancesof God in favour of the 
Englith nation, when it feemed to be upon the 
brink of ruin.— 

The children of New-England can recolle& 
many wonderful appearances of a goodGod for 
them. This is not the firft time we have been 
favedfrom deftruétion and ruin,from oppreflion 
and tyranny. New-England may fing and fay, 
Uf it had not been theLord who was on our fide, 

 f 


“ * Hor, Lyr. page 21, Hs: 
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if it had not been theLord who was on our-fide, 
when men rofe up againft us: then they had 
fwallowed us up quick, when their wrath wag 
kindled againft us. Then the waters had overs 


whelmed us, the fiream had gone over our foul, 


Then the proud waters of perfecution and op- 


preflion had: gone over our foul, “Not-to menz - 


tion the Lord’s appearing for our fathers, in 
driving out the heathen beforethem, in deftroy- 
ing whole nations when they unjuftly engaged 
in a war with them. To pafs over alfo the won- 
ders of the Lord, which he hath wrought in 
our day, which:are frefh in every. ones mind, 
May they never be forgotten! I would -lead 
you to recollect the wonderful deliverance the 
oppreffed p&ople of God of this land experien- 
ced in the days of Sir Edmund Andros, that 
ereature of that tyrannical roman-catholic prince, 
King James the II... As many, if not moft of 
you, are ignorant of the grievances our fathers 


Jaboured under at that time, and the noble op- 


pofition they made to an arbitrary governor and 
government: I fhall give you a large extract 
from Dr. Cotton Mather, relating that affair, in 
the life of Sir William Phips.* 
“* It would require (fays he) a long fummer’s- 
* day to relate the miferies which were ‘come, 
“ and coming in upon poor New-England, by 
** reafon of the arbitrary government then im- 
* pofed on them ; a government wherein,2s old 
“ Wendover fays of the time, when frangers 
“ were domineering. over fubjects in England, 
; SS “ Fudicia 
* Mag. Chris, Am, Book 2d, Pag. 43. : 
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*¢ Fudicia committebantur injuftis,leges exlegibur, 
©" Pax difcordantibus, juflitia injuriofis ; and foxes 
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were made the adminiftrators of juftice to thé 
poultry ; yet fome abridgement of them is 
neceflary. Now to make this abridgement 
impartial, I fhall only have recourfe unto a 
little book, printed at London, under the title 
of the revolution of New-England juftifed ; 
wherein we have a narrative of the grievances 
under tle male adminiftrations of that go- 
vernment, written and figned by the chief 
gentlemen of theGovernor’s council ; together 
with the /worn tefiimonies of many good men, 
to prove the feveralarticles of the declaration, 
which the New-Englanders publifhed againft 
their oppreflors. It%is in that beok demon- 


ftrated, ? 


-“ That the governor, negleéting the greater 
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number of Ais council, did adhere principally’ 
to the advice of a few firangers; who were 


_perfons without any interef# in the country, 


but of declared prejudice againft it, and had 
plainly laid their defigns to make an unrea- 
fonable profit of the poor people: and four’ 
or five perfons had the abfolute rule over a- 


territory, the moft confiderable of any belonging 


to the crown. 

“ That when laws were propofed in the 
council, tho’ the major part at any time dif- 
fented from them, yet if the governor were 
pofitive, there was no fair counting the num- 


“ber of counféllors confenting or diffenting, 
* but the laws were immediately engrofed, pub- 
be Zi t- 
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lifbed and executed. aor . Tha 
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[hat this junto made a law, which probty 
* bited the inhabitants of any town to meet 
* about their town affairs above once in the 
“ year ; for fear, you muft note, of their hav-’ 
“ ing any opportunity to complain of grie-: 
* vances. 

* That they made another Jaw, requiring all 
* mafters of veffels, even fhallops and wood 
“ boats, to give fecurity, that no man ‘fhould’ 
“ be tranfported in them, except his: name had’ 
* been fo: many days pofted up: whereby the 
* pockets of a few leeches had been filled with 
« fees, butithe whole trade of the country 
““deftroyed ; and all attempts to obtain a 
* redre/s of-thefe things obftruéted ; and when 
© this af had been ftrenuoufly oppofed in coun= é 
“cil at Boffom; they carried it as far as Newe 
York, where a crew of them enatted it. 

- * That without any affembly, they levied on 
“ the people a penny. in the pound of all thcir 
“ effates, and twenty pence per head, as poll- 
** maney, with a penny in the pound for goods 
* imported, befides a vaft exci/e on wine, rum, 
“and other: /iquors. 5 

-* That when among theinhabitants of Jp- 
* fwich, fome of the principal perfons modeftly 
“cave reafons why they could not chufe a 
* commiffioner to tax the town, until the King 
* fhould firft be petitioned for the liberty of an 
*-affembly, they were committed to goal for it, 
* as an high mifdemeanour, and were denied an 
* habeas corpus, and ‘were dragged many miles 


“out of their own county, to anfwer it dt a” 
*coure | 
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4 gout in Bolfon ; where jurors were pick’dl for 
* che turn, that were not freeholders, may, that 
S were meer /ojourners ; and when the prifoners 


pleaded the privileges of Engli/lomen,that they 


* could not be taxed without their own confent § 
* they were told, that thofe things would not 
« follow them ta the ends of the earth: as ithad 
"been before told them in open counci!,no one 
“ in the council contradiGing it, you have no 
“ more privileges left you, but this, that you ar¢ 
% not bought and fold for flaves: and in fines 
“ they were all fined fevercly, and laid under 
* great bonds for their good behaviour ; befides 
“all which, the bungry officers extorted fees 
from them that amounted unto an hundred 
“and threefcore pounds ; whereas in England, 
* pon the like profecution, the fees would not 
® have been ten pounds in all. After which 
 fathion the town/men of many other places 
* were alfo ferved. : 
“ That thefe men giving out, that the charm 
« fers being loft, all the title that the people 
é¢ had unto their lands was loft with them ; they 
“ began to compel the people every where to 
“ take patents for their lands: and dccording- 
“ ly writs of intrufion were ifued out againft 
“ the chief gentlemen in the territory, by the 
‘© terror whereof, many were aétually driven 
to petition for patents, that they might quict« 
« ly enjoy the Jands that had been fi'ty of fixty 
years in their pofleffion ; but for thefe par 
‘6 tents there were fuch exorbitant prices de 
6° manded, that fifty pounds could not purchafe 
D “ for 
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for its owner an eftate not worth two Aun- 
dred, nor could all the money and moveables 
in the territory have defrayed the charges of 
patenting the lands at the hands of thefe 
crocodiles : befides the confiderable guit-rents 
for the King. Yea, the governor caufed the 
lands of parcicular perfons to be meafured 
‘out, and given to his creatures: and fome of 
his council petitioned for the commons belong- 
ing to feveral towns ; and the agents of the 
towns going to get a voluntary /ub/cription of 
the inhabitants to maintain their title at law, 
they have been dragg’d forty or fifty miles 
to anfwer as criminals at the next affizes ; the 
officers in the mean time extorting three 
pounds per man for fetching them. 
“« That if thefe harpies, at any time, were a 
little owt of money, they found ways to im- 
prifon the def men in the country ; and there 
appeared not the leaft information of any crime 
exhibited. againft them, yet they were put 
unto intolerable expences by thefe greedy 
oppreflors, and the benefit of an habeas cor- 
pus not allowed unto them. 
“ That packt and pickt juries were com- 
monly made ufe of, when,under a pretended 
form of law, the trouble of fome honeft and 
worthy men was aimed at; and thofe alfo 
were hurried out of their own counties to be 
tried, when juries for the turn were not like 
to be found there. The greatef rigor being 
ufed ftill towards the /obereft fort of people, 
whilft in the mean time the moft horrid enor- 
3 ** mities 
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mities in the world, committed by others, 
were overlooked. 

“That the public miniftry of the gofpel, 
and all febools of learning, were difcounte- 
nanced unto the utmoft. 
“ And feveral more fuch abominable things, 
too notorious to be denied, even by Randol- 
phian impudence itfclf, are in that book prov. 
ed againft that unhappy government. 
“ By the 18th of April 1689, things were. 
puthed on fo far by the people, that certain 


* perfons firft feized the captain of the frigaet, 


and the rumor thereof running like lightning 
thro’ Boon, the whole town was immediately 
in arms, with the moft wnanimious refolution 
perhaps that ever was known to have infpired 
any people. ‘They then feized thofe wretched 
men, who by their innumerable extortions 
and abu/es had\made themfelves the objects 
of univerfal hatred ; not giving over till the 
governor himfelf was become their prifoner.” 


This circumftance the Dr. relates after another 
manner, in another place, * thus, 


“ New-England made a-juft and fair revolu- 
tion, in conformity to that in England ; and 
not refiffing an ordinance of God, but re- 
{training a curfed violation of his ordinance, 
imprifoned Sir Edmund Andros, and his ac- 
complices.” 
“ The whole acfion being managed without 
the leaft blood/hed or plunder, and with as 
much order as ever attended tumult, it may 
D2 ~—"De; 
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“ be, in the world. Thus did the New-Enge 
“ landers affert their title to the common rights 
* of Engli/bmen ; and except the plantationsare 
“ willingtodegenerate from the temper of true 
 Engh/bmén,or except the revolution of thewhole 
“ Engh/b nation be condemned, their aétion 
“mutt fo far be juitified. On their late op- 
“ preffors, now under juft. confinement, they: 
“ took no other fatisfaétion, but fent them over 


# unto White-Hall for the juftice of the King 


# and Parliament.” 

_ 3. Let us take particular care to train up our 
children in the noble and generous principles: 
of civil and religious liberty. Liberty. we had: 
from our progenitors, liberty we enjoy, liberty 
Jet us leave to our pofterity. This glorious lee 
gacy Ict us hand down inviolate. Let us early 
inftruét them in the true nature of it; oftem 
defcride the é¢rue patriot, or lover of his coun= 
try, that they may emulate the charaéter: And 
paint that of the falfe pretender ; that they 
may ayoid it : Shew them that the former feek¢ 
the good of the whole with difiarcreftednefs, is 
ready to fpend his cftate, his healthy all his-ta- 
lents, yea, his. very life in the fervice of his 
country; while the latter feeks himfelf only; 
and labours to promote his feculat intereft,tho’ 
oftentimes under the cloak. of patriotifm. In 
form them, what a noble fpiric the Lord hath 
infpired the true lovers of liberty with; and 
what great things Ke hath done for them in one 
age and. another. Such doings of the Lord 
fhould be handed down from generation to ge- 
ne nerasions 
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neration. See the divine warrant for it. Pfalm. 
78. 26. Iwill open my mouth in a parable ;, 
I will utter dark fayings of old: Which we have 
heard and known, and our fathers have told us: 
We will not hide them from their children, fhew*, 
ing to the generation to come, the praifes of the 
Lord ; and bis firengthjand his wonderful works 
that he hath done. For be eftablifbed a teftimo- 
ny in. Jacob, and appointed a law in Vrael,which 
hecommanded our fathers, that that /bould make. 
them known to their children. That the generan- 
tion to come might know them, even the children, 
whith fhould be baru: who fhould arifée and de-, 
clare them to their children. Obferve thé end 
of all this care, to tranftait to pofterity the re- 
cerds.of the, works of the Lord, inv. 7. That 
they might fet their hope in God, and not forget 
the works of God; but keep his commandments. 
_Acquaint yourfelves, as far as you have op~ 
portunity, with the hiftory of our nation and 
land, and rehearfe. the wondrous things you ~ 
meet with, in the ears of your children, Tell 
them that they are the offspring of trueBritons,, 
who never were, who never can be flaves. Tell 
them,that they proceeded from glorious patriots 
who would not endure tyranny ; that they are 
of the fame blood with thofe who made that 
noble ftand againft the arbitrary meafures of K. 
Charles f. frighted his Son fromthe throne, 
and then voted it vacant. Teé/ them, our fa- 
thers left their native country, their fair poffeffi- 
ons, their pleafant habitations, out of love to 
civil and religious liberty ; that they chofe'to 
~~ encounter 


€- 3.9 
encounter all thedangers of a voyage morethan 
three thoufand miles, and the greater dangers 
ef a wild uncultivated defart, and truft them- 
felves among the falvages of the wildernefs, ra 
ther than live under a tyrannical government, 
where they could not worfhip God according 
to their confciences. Aggravate to them the 
many fufferings which they endured before they 
found a fhelter from the ftorm in thefe ends of 
the earth. Aggravute, did I fay, no, it needs ~ 
no agoravation ; tellthem only plain truths,relate 
only facts, and it muft infpire them with the - 
greateft indignation againft tyranny. Te// them 
our fathers were jealous of their privileges, and 
couldnor bear the leaft encroachment upon them. 
Tell them, that in the year 1689, they rofe in 
arms againft a tyrannical governor, took him, 
fent him prifoner to England, and were there 
vindicated and commended ; and with a great 
deal of labor and coft got fome of their privile- 
ges reftored which had been unlawfully wrefted 
from them. Te// them, that in the year 1765 
the friends of liberty exerted themfelves, com- 
bined together, with fixed refolutions not to give 
up their liberty fo far as to fubmit to a law 
which taxed them without their own confent. 
Fell them they did thefe things under the influ- 
ence of that God who made them free. And 
charge them by no means to give up their pri- 
vileges, their privileges as men, as Englifhmen, 
as part of the Britifh empire. Charge them to 
ftand up for them, tho’ to’ the hazard of their 
lives. But efpecially charge them to walk a 
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the fteps of their pious forefathers ; to follow 
them in their zeal for the honor and worthip 
of God, their unfeigned piety, their integrity 
“and uprightnefs, their weanednefs from. this 
world and heatcnly mindednefs: O charge them 
to fecure an intereft in the divine favor,and then, 
and not till then, will they be free indeed. 
_ 4. Let us have a reverence - for, and be duly 
fubje& to lawful authority. Government is 
from God, tho” the particular form of it is left 
to the prudence and difcretion of man. Where 
there is no government, every one left to do 
that which is right in his own eyes, nothing but 
confufion muft follow. Anarchy in fome ref 
‘peets, is worfe than tyranny. We have'a King 
who is well worthy of ovr affe@tion and obedi- 
ence ; we have the greateft affurance he will 
never infringe upon our liberties ; let him have 
our moft dutiful fubmiffion. We have fubordinate 
rulers, and excellent laws ; fet us fee to it, that 
we lead quiet and peaceable hives in all godlinefs 
and honefly. Be careful you do not indulge an 
uneafy, tretful, peevifh difpofition, an irreverent 
difrefpectful {pirit toward the excellent governs 
ment under which we are. This would be very 
provoking to our God, and hurtful to ourfelves. 
Many are the injunctions we have in the word 
of God, to be fubjeé to lawful authority. Con- 
fider fuch as, fear God, and honor the King, 
And put them in mind, to be fubjed? to principali= 
ties and powers, *to sbey magiftrates, &c. 
5. Let us cultivate in our own minds, and in 
the minds of our children, an affe@tion for our 
mother 
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perity within thy palaces. or our brethren and 
conipanions fake, we wall now fay, peace be within 
thee. : : ; 

And let thofe renowned patriots,who have fo 
warmly aflerted our injured caufe, be had in 
everlaiting remembrance. Let us raife them 
gnonuments in our hearts; and manifeft our 
efteem of them, by our fervent prayers to the 
God of all grace that he would blefs them with 
the bleffings of his goodnefs : that as they have 
been advocates for us, they may never want an 
advocate above: that they may be continued 
great bleflings to the whole nation, and that, 
after-a life {fpent, and worn out in the fervice 
of God, their King and country, they may be 
received. to the fuperior honors and never-failing 
felicities of the upper and better world. 


6. Let 
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6. Let us learn to truft in Ged in all future 
diftreffes and difficulties. We always have had 
enemics, and we may always expeét them. 

The rapid increafe of this country is the envy 

of many, and, we fear, there are thofe who 
feck our ruin, as well as the ruin of the whole 
Englifh nation. We may depend upon it that 
they will lay new fchemes, and difappointment 
may but whet their rage. Whatever dark cloud 
may arife, and threaten us with a ftorm, let us 
truft in God, who hath been our deliverer. He 
that hath delivered, can deliver, and let our faith 
in the divine power, wifdom and goodnefs, fay, 
be will deliver. Let our truft, our confidence 
be in him, in him only. 

7. Let the confideration of the temporal de- 
liverance which we have experienced lead us to 
meditate upon, and be thankful for the fpiritual 
falvation which Jefus Chrift hath wrought out, 
and doth beftow upon his people. ‘This is an 
inconceivably greater deliverance ; as the flavery 
we are delivered from is infinitely greater. By 
nature we are flaves, flaves to fin, flaves to fa- 
tan ; fold under fin, and expofed to the eternal 
wrath of God. But Fe/us Chrift faves from 
the curfe of the law, he delivers from the power 
of fatan, he redeems from hell. O, ye re- 
deemed of the Lord, who have your redemption 
begun by the regenerating and fandifying in- 
fluences of the fpirit of Cod, you may this day 
rejoice indeed ; not only rejoice in the confir- 
mation of your civil privileges, but alfo in your 
fpiritual, Chrift hath made you free, you are 

By free 
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free indeed. Sce your obligations to the bleffed 
Jefus ; he hath purchafed this grace for you : 
he hath purchafed | the pardon of fin, a freedom 
from the power-of fin, a freedom to live to his 
glory, the influences of the fpirit to carry on 
his work in you, and an eternal liberty for you 


‘in his heavenly kingdom. Confider him alfo 


as the purchafer of thefe temporal favours. His 
infinite merits purchafed the iderty we this day 
blefs him for. Thro’ him it is, that you fit 
under your own vine and figtree, thro’ him it 


is, that opprefflion and tyranny flcep, thro’ him 


it is, that you have not the extortioner at your 
doors, pillaging your houfes, dragging you to 
jails, and your children to perpetual fervitude. 
O then with enlarged fouls fay, d/effed be God 
Sor. Fe he Chrift. 

o draw to a clofe, 

8. aa a loud call have we to reformation, 
repentance and newnefs of life. One thing 
which hath greatly magnified the blefling we 
this day commemorate, is, that it hath been 
conferred poe a finful degencrate people. What 
little effe@t have former judgments, and former 
deliverance aout on us? What little the threat- 
ning of lat Ve were all greatly concerned, 
we were fu TL of the utmoft anxiety: but ab 

were repenting of fin, who were taking with 

them words and returning unto the Lord ? We 
were ready to ftand in the defence of our liber- 
ties: Hadthe contriversof our trouble had the’r 
wills and proceeded to atts of violence,we were 
ready to arm, and fpend the laft drop of blood 
to 
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to avoid flavery ; but who were lookinz to the 
caufe of thefe things ? who were ready to take’ 


up arms againft fin, and enter the lifts againft 


their own lufts? How few inftances of this ! 
And yet the Lord hath appeared for us?’ He 
came leaping over the mountains of our guilt,and 
bro’t falvation. And now, ince the Lord hath 
given us fuch deliverance as this, Jeul we again 
break bis commandments ? Shall not the mercy 
have fome eff upon us ? Shall not the good- 
nefs of God lead us to repentance? The lan- 
guage M our God unto us, is, Go and fin no 
more, lea worfe «hing come unto you. We 
have now only been threatned, the next time we 
may be fmitten: now we have only feared, the 
hext time we may be made to feel. The Lord 
may punifh us with an intire lofs of our free- 
dom. But how can that be? we are free,—we 
are refolved to be free.—It is not in the power 
of all England, of all Europe, to enflaveus. O, 
my friends, what will not findo? what is it that 
it hath not done? Nations as great, as free as 
our own, as jealous of their liberties, and as 
able to defend them, have been enflaved. Aad’ 
what was it which brought flavery upon them ? 
why.—/in, that vile abominable thing fin ; that 
worlt of evils, fin. This hath brought to ruin 
fome of the greateft monarchies. O let us then, 
as One man, return unto. the Lord, from whon 
we have revolted. Let finners, of every deno- 
mination, bethink themfelves. Confider your 
fate : You are gricvoufly afraid of flavery ; why, 
you are flaves already, foine of the worft of 
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flaves. A drunkard is a flave.—A thief is a 
flave-—A liar is a flave—An unclean finner is 
a flave-—All open profane finners are flaves.— 
Every unconverted perfon is a flave.—Will you 
always be flaves ?—Will you do nothing to re- 
cover your liberty ?—Are you in love with fla- 
very? O be perfuaded, now to break the 


Mhackles, now caft away thefe chains, leave your 


fins, caft away all your idols ; rerurn unto the 
Lord ; embrace the Lord Jefus Chrift as your 
Savior, bind yourfelves to be his fervants for 
ever, then will you be truly free. 

Let us all in our feveral ftations endeavor 
to promote a reformatio-e« and labor to live 
worthy of the great things which the Lord hath 
done for us ; to walk worthy of the Lord to all 
well pleafing. 

- Finally, Let us cry unto God, that he would 
be pleafed to fend down his holy fpitit in plen- 
teous meafures, as waters upon the thirfty and 
as floods upon the dry ground, upon cur rightful 
Sovereign, his confort,and progeny ;—upon the 
miniftry and parliament at home,—upon the 


_kingdoms of Great-Britain and Ireland,—upon 


all the colonies,—upon New-England in an ef- 
pecial manner, and fo revive his work im the 
midft of thefe days——Upon all orders of men, 
rulers, minifters and people ; that we may be a 
reforming, repenting people. Then God, even 
our own God will bles us, preferve inviolate our 
civil and religious privileges. Then fhall be ful- 
filled to us-thofe great-and glorious things pro- 
mifed to. the people of God, in Haiah 60. 
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Whereas thou haft been Sorfaken and hate? ——= 
Lwill make thee an eternal excellency, a jo of 
many generations. For brafs I will bring gol, 
and for iron I will bring filver, and far wood 
brafs, and for ftones iron : I will alfs make thy 
officers peace, and thine exacfors rizhteaufnels. 
Violence fhall no more be heard in thy land, wajf~ 
ang nor deffruction within thy borders; but thor 
Sbalt call thy walls falvation.and thy gates prai/%. 
Thy people alfo fhall be all righteous : they /hait 
inherit the land for ever, the branch of my plant 
ang, the work of my bands,that I may be glorifie.te 
AMEN and AMEN. 


